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IN MEMORIAM
2025 PROGRAM DEDICATED TO AAEAHP MEMBERS

KAY FRANCES HUNTER
FORMER BOARD MEMBER

CHARLES L. FISHER
CLASS OF 2012

SPECIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS - BOBBIE L. LANG

The Annual African American Education Archives and History Program

luncheon is named in honor of the first chairperson of this event —
Bobbie L. Lang. The planning for the first Hall of Fame banquet began in
2002. Dr. Harry Robinson Jr., President and CEO of the African American
Museum, recommended Ms. Lang to serve in this role. She provided
excellent leadership to launch the Hall of Fame recognition program
and served in the role through 2007. She was instrumental in
developing AAEAHP’s fundraising campaign and organizing the
archives of documents and materials. Lang worked in the fields of
public service and education for more than 60 years and received
numerous awards for her support of community causes. A graduate of
Dallas ISD’s Lincoln High School, she received her bachelor's degree
from Bishop College in Marshall, TX, and earned a Master of Education
from Texas Southern University. A Golden Soror of Delta Sigma Theta
wc Sorority, Lang was married to the late Dr. Harold Wendell Lang Sr.
\ )h'

LUNCHEON CHAIRS 2008-2025

VERNA DR. ROSCOE CWENDOLYN LORETTA
MITCHELL C.SMITH BRANTLEY SIMON
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EXECUTIVE BOARD, BOARD OF DIRECTORS,

ADVISORY BOARD & HALL OF FAME COMMITTEE

EXECUTIVE BOARD
PRESIDENT
Dr. Alfred L. Roberts, Sr.

1ST VICE PRESIDENT
Lincoln Butler, Sr.

2ND VICE PRESIDENT
Dr. Andrea Hilburn

RECORDING SECRETARY
Carolyn Thompson

ASST. RECORDING SECRETARY
Verna Mitchell

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY
Gwendolyn J. Brantley

ASST. CORRESPONDING
SECRETARY
Loretta Simon

TREASURER
Melvin Traylor

ASST. TREASURER
Eugene Young Il

FINANCIAL SECRETARY
Wilber A. Williams, Sr.

ASST. FINANCIAL SECRETARY
Lucious Newhouse

PARLIAMENTARIAN
Dr. Thalia Matherson

EX-OFFICIO
Margie Reese

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Michele Anderson
Mary Bolden
Johnnie Brashear
Rachel Elder
Shirley Fisher
Thelma Kelly

ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Estelle Adams
Carolyn Bailey
Alene Baker

Dr. Marie Barree

Dr. Lew Blackburn
Mary Smith Bradley
Paula Brown
Marilyn Calhoun

Dr. W. Marvin Dulaney

Robert Edison
Clarence Glover Jr.
Lela Herron

S. Dean Hill

Dr. Nell Ingram

Shirley Ison-Newsome
Dr. Georgetta Johnson

Earl Jones

Thomas G. Jones
Lois King

Martha Lee

Mary Lester

Dr. William Lyons IV
Rai Cole Malone
Vickie Mitchell
William Mitchell
Aniete Antia-Obong
Dr. Charmaine Price
Orethann Price
Robert Price

Carla Ranger

Dr. Delores Seamster
Dr. Juanita Simmons
Dr. Roscoe Smith
Bernard Snowden
Bill Townsend
Roosevelt Vaughn
Harnell Williams
LaRon Wilson

Dr. Jennifer Wimbish
Patricia Ward

Kathryn L. Mitchell
Hattie Newhouse
Dr. Robbie Pipkin
Wanda Smith

Dr. Rosie Sorrells

HALL OF FAME COMMITTEE

Loretta Simnon, Chair
Shirley Ison-Newsome, Co-Chair

Carolyn Bailey
Alene Baker

Dr. Lew Blackburn
Mary Bolden

Mary Smith Bradley
Cwendoelyn Brantley
Johnnie Brashear
Paula Brown

Lincoln Butler Sr.
Marilyn Calhoun
Shirley Fisher

Rachel George

Dr. Andrea Hilburn
S. Dean Hill

Earl Jones

Dr. Kymberly Keeton
Thelma Kelly

Rai Malone

Dr. Thalia Matherson
Verna Mitchell
Vickie Mitchell
William Mitchell
Hattie Newhouse
Lucious Newhouse
Jennifer Padgitt

Dr. Robbie Pipkin
Dr. Alfred L. Roberts 5r.
Dr. Juanita Simmons
Bernard Snowden
Carolyn Thompson
Melvin Traylor
Patricia Ward
Harnell Price Williams
Wilber Williams
LaRon Wilson
Eugene Young llI
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BOBBIE L. LANG HALL OF FAME LUNCHEON 2025

ORDER OF THE DAY

WELCOME

Ms. Loretta Simon, Hall of Fame Chair

PROCESSIONALS

INTRODUCTION OF
MASTER OF CEREMONIES

MASTER OF
CEREMONIES

GREETINGS BY
HONORARY CHAIR

INVOCATION

DOOR PRIZE DRAWINGS
MUSIC

Ms. Shirley Ison-Newsome, Hall of Fame
Co-Chair and Hall of Fame Class of 2017

Rev. Dr. Frederick Douglass Haynes Il
Senior Pastor—Friendship West Baptist Church

Mr. Troy Mathieu, Board Chair—
Credit Union of Texas

REV. DR. FREDERICK
Mr. Earl A. Jones, Care Pastor/Elder, Oasis DOUGLASS HAYNES lil
Church and Hall of Fame Class of 2023

LUNCH

Ms. Patricia Ward, AAEAHP Advisory Board
Ms. Anya Hollingsworth, Violinist

SCHOLARSHIP PRESENTATIONS

OUTSTANDING YOUNG
EDUCATORS PRESENTATION

SPECIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

IN MEMORIAM

TRIBUTE TO INDUCTEES

SPECIAL PRESENTATION —
PRESIDENTIAL AWARDEES

HALL OF FAME

INDUCTION CEREMONY

FIVE STAR RECOGNITION AWARD

CLOSING REMARKS

MUSIC

Ms. Gwendolyn Brantley, AAEAHP Board

Jayden Bolden, Justin F. Kimball HS

Nadyia Clifton, Richardson HS

Taylor Horton, DeSoto HS

Brandon Jackson JIr., School of Business Management at Townview
Jasmine Perez, DeSoto HS

Dr. Thalia Matherson, Hall of Fame Class 2015
Jessica Watts, Teacher—H.S. Thompson Elementary

Dr. Andrea Hilburn, Hall of Fame Class of 2019

Mr. Lincoln Butler Sr., Hall of Fame Class of 2012

Ms. Anya Hollingsworth, Violinist

Dr. Alfred L. Roberts, Sr., President—AAEAHP

Texas State Senator Royce West

Presented by Ms. Shirley Fisher, Hall of Fame Class of 2020
Curtis L. King, President/Founder TBAAL

Presented by Ms. Loretta Simon, AAEAHP Board

Dr. Alfred L. Roberts, Sr.

Dr. W. Marvin Dulaney, Deputy Director

and Chief Operating Officer —African American Museum
Dr. Juanita Simmons, Hall of Fame Class of 2023

Dr. Alfred L. Roberts, Sr.

Lift Ev'ry Voice and Sing

FINAL DOOR PRIZE DRAWINGS

BENEDICTION

Rev. LaTasha Roberts, Executive Pastor
Hamilton Park UMC



INDUCTEES

For 45 years, Helen dedicated herself to uplifting students, just as she had
been uplifted throughout her life as a student, teacher and leader in
Louisiana, Texas, and California, respectively. In Dallas, she taught English at
Sunset and Hillcrest High Schools before becoming an assistant professor
and department chair at Bishop College and later a division chair at Cedar
Valley College. She then moved to California's Contra Costa Community
College District, where over 25 years, she held six roles—including college
president, vice chancellor for educational affairs, and chancellor. With each
position, Helen deepened her impact, committed to empowering others and
creating transformative educational experiences.

DR. HELEN BENJAMIN

Cassandra’s entire career in education was in Dallas ISD. She started as a
classroom teacher, and later served as English Department Chairperson and
Teacher of the Year at North Dallas High School. After a promotion to Director
of Certification/Employee Relations, she ensured that only qualified teachers
and Administrators were hired, and the District met all No Child Left Behind
requirements. Her efforts led to the District being “Recognized” by the Texas
Education Agency. She is a Life Member of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority and the 31st
National President of the National Pan-Hellenic Council (NPHC). Annually, a
deserving NPHC/Divine 9 Undergraduate Sorority member is awarded the
Cassandra L. Black Scholarship.

CASSANDRA L. BLACK

Robert Edison grew up in Louisville, Kentucky with parents Luther and Nola
Edison and his four siblings. He spent 44 years working with students and
teachers in the Dallas ISD. Robert notes, “Although, | became the Dallas ISD
Director for the Social Studies Department, my major accomplishments took
place in the classroom. | am proud of the students who | had the opportunity
to influence over the years. They made it possible for me to become the Dallas
Teacher of the Year in 1992 and Region 10 Teacher of the Year.” He further
states, ‘I believe a teacher who ceases to learn should cease to teach and
teachers of students of color should have a pedagogy that liberates them.”

ROBERT EDISON
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INDUCTEES

Dr. Levatta L. Levels is a seasoned educator with 35+ years of experience as a
teacher, principal, executive director, and superintendent. In DeSoto ISD, she
led key initiatives including rezoning for enroliment growth, districtwide
standardized dress, selective enrollment, middle school magnet programs,
and districtwide behavior programs. She helped create the ReJuv program,
helping overaged students graduate with a high school diploma. She was
inducted into the DeSoto ISD Hall of Honor, received the NAACP Juanita
Craft Award, and recognition from her alma maters Skyline High School and
the University of North Texas. She is a leader in Delta Sigma Theta Sorority,
Inc., a Student Conduct Officer and field supervisor at two DFW universities.
DR. LEVATTAL.LEVELS

Dr. Lewis is unwavering in his commitment to impacting and transforming the
lives of students and families. As a situational leader, his laser focus on every
student reading on or above grade level at every grade level has been the
hallmark of his success. Dr. Lewis has served at all levels of K-12 education as a
teacher, coach, assistant principal, principal, area superintendent and
superintendent. As a scholar in the Urban Superintendents Program at
Harvard University, Dr. Lewis learned strategies that served and supported his
principals in leading their campuses to recognized/exemplary ratings by the
Texas Education Agency, as well as the Malcolm Baldridge Award, Texas Blue

Ribbon and National Blue Ribbon Schools.
LARRY D. LEWIS, PH.D.

Bertric Luetissur Manning, mother, grandmother, great grandmother, teacher
and community leader. She has dedicated her life to helping others and
served as a classroom teacher in Dallas Independent School District. She was
recoghized as “Teacher of the Year” many times. She was the DFW Coordinator
for the "No Child Left Behind" 2002 Achievement Academy. She has reached a
pinnacle of success in church and Christian living. One of her treasures is a
plaque to a Grade "A" Teacher Award for making school so super cool. During
her retirement she spent time developing programs to improve teaching
technigues and enhance student achievement.

BERTRIC LUETISSUR
MANNING
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DORA WESLEY MORRIS

CHERYL SMITH

NORMA BEASLEY
WRIGHT

INDUCTEES

Dr. Charles Matthews dedicated his entire life to Educating and Influencing
young people. He served as a Classroom Teacher, Assistant Principal, Deputy
Superintendent to General Superintendent in the North Forest ISD and
Wilmer-Hutchins ISD. He was one of the first Black Superintendents in Texas.
As General Superintendent of WHISD he implemented and began the first
three-year-old program for the State of Texas. He was an Innovator and
Trailblazer in the field of Education.

Dora was an award-winning elementary school teacher in Dallas ISD for 31
years. She served as a General Music Teacher for the first fourteen. Afterwards,
she became a Self-Contained/ Language Arts Teacher. Because of her
accomplishments with the students, Dora also served as a Mentor to New
Teachers, Trainer and Instructor in the Alternative Certification Program,
Campus Instructional Leadership Team Member, Curriculum Writer, Staff
Development Presenter, Member of the Campus Improvement Plan
Committee, and District IV Workshop Presenter. Post Dallas ISD Retirement,
she spent an additional 17 years in DeSoto ISD as a Part-time Reading Pull-Out
Teacher. Dora spent 48 passionate years educating young people.

In classrooms, Cheryl follows the mantra of Dr. Napoleon B. Lewis, who said, "A
teacher hasn't taught if the student hasn't learned.” She believes in also
providing hard-knock life lessons like her FAMU professors did. In 1998, she
headed the Paul Quinn College Communications Department; revitalizing the
school newspaper, and starting an NABJ Chapter (Chapter of the Year finalist
and Student Journalist of the Year honors, while winning several national
awards). Having taught at UNT, TWU, Dallas College, and the DFW/ABJ Urban
Journalism Workshop, the National Association of Black Journalists Hall of
Famer has been recognized by the Journalism Education Association and
National Conference of Editorial Writers for her work with journalism students.

Norma Beasley Wright has been a cornerstone of student support and well-
being within Dallas ISD, consistently embodying the essence of a dedicated
educator. Her unwavering commitment fostering a nurturing and inclusive
environment has made her the heartbeat of the school community.
Recognized Dallas ISD Counselor of the Year, her impact extends far beyond
academic guidance; she championed student-centered initiatives that
empower and uplift every child. Through her compassionate leadership, she
has inspired countless students to reach their fullest potential, further
cementing her legacy in Dallas ISD. The opening up of Thomas A. Edison
Middle Learning Center and the transformation of the Dr. Billy E. Dade Middle
School has solidified her career.
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SPECIAL AWARDEES

PRESIDENTIAL AWARDEES

TEXAS SENATOR The Honorable Royce West has dedicated his life to public service for more than
ROYCE WEST 30+ years. Currently he serves in the Texas State Senate and serves in the 16th
Legislative Session as Vice Chairman of Senate Transportation Committee and is
a member of several Senate committees. He has worked to improve education in
Texas and to increase the academic success of Texas students by providing the

needed funding for schools, programs, students and teachers.

Some of the legislation he has championed include creating Alcohol Free Zones
Around Schools; added structure and accountability to the Disciplinary
Alternative Education Programs in Texas; co-authored bills related to School
Safety; mandates that school districts partner with at least one university - UNT-
Dallas is an outgrowth of this legislation. The University of North Texas - Dallas
(UNT-Dallas) was created by a bill sponsored by Senator West.

A family man, Senator West is married to Carol and is the father of seven. He is
active in his church, various civic organizations, the African American Museum,
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity. A native of Annapolis, Maryland, a graduate of the
University of Texas at Arlington (BA, MA) and the University of Houston (JD),
Royce Barry West has made his mark in the Dallas Metroplex and the State of
Texas by giving of himself as a public servant.

CURTIS LAMAR

KING Curtis King is an American director, producer and the founder and president of the
nationally acclaimed The Black Academy of Arts and Letters (TBAAL). Founded on
King's dining room table with a $250 personal investment, the institution is one of
America’s most beloved and renowned multi-disciplined art institutions whose
mission is to foster, promote, cultivate, perpetuate and preserve the arts and letters
of the African, Caribbean and African American experience in the Fine, Literary,
Performing, Visual, and Cinematic arts. Since the institution’s founding (July 17,1977),
under King's leadership, TBAAL has generated over $150 million in revenue to
support the venue capital campaigns and improvements, programming and
operations. Located in downtown Dallas in the Kay Bailey Hutchinson Convention
Center, TBAAL attracts more than a quarter-of-a-million patrons and visitors annually.

Often called the “the King of Tributes,” Curtis has created, directed and produced
scores of musical tributes, plays, concerts and other cultural events aimed at uplifting
the African American community and enlightening non-African Americans.

The recipient of numerous awards and honors which span the gamut of major
cultural art and entertainment conglomerates to the trenches of the community and
social service organizations. Professionally serving on many boards and holding
membership in many organizations, Curtis is a native of Mississippi, the son of a
teacher and an industrial farmer, one of three siblings, he graduated Cum Laude
from Jackson State University with a BA in Speech and Communications and a MA
from Texas Christian University. A Christian, he is a member of First Baptist Church
of Hamilton Park. A worldwide traveler, Curtis Lamar King has lived a life immersed
in the arts and lifting up the African American experience in the arts.
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PAST SPECIAL AWARDEE RECIPIENTS

2006
THELMA PAGE

RICHARDSON
RISK TAKER
Shirley Ison-Newsome

2007

OUTSTANDING PRACTICING
EDUCATORS AWARD
Kamalia Cotton

Shirley Ison-Newsome
Rachel George

Dr. Larry D. Lewis

PIONEER AWARD
N. W. Harllee

THELMA PAGE
RICHARDSON
RISK TAKER
Johnnie Jackson

2008

SPECIAL AWARD
Dr. Nolan Estes

2009

PIONEER AWARD
J. W. Ray

TRAILBLAZER AWARD
Attorney Edward B.
Cloutman

2010
PIONEER AWARD

Rev. Maynard H. Jackson, Sr.

TRAILBLAZER AWARD
Judge H. Barefoot Sanders

SPECIAL AWARD
Stephen F. Austin College
Dr. Robert Prince

2011

PIONEER AWARD
James Nelson Ervin

TRAILBLAZER AWARD
Brenda Alyce Fields

2012

PIONEER AWARD
Julia Caldwell Frazier

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT
AWARD
Bobbie L. Lang

PRESIDENTIAL
RECOGNITION

Dr. David Brown
Thelma Morris Lindsey
Lincoln High School
Jerry Chambers

2013
PIONEER AWARD

Priscilla Tyler

TRAILBLAZER AWARD
Charlie Edward Kirkpatrick

SPECIAL AWARD
Dr. Marvin Dulaney

2015

TRAILBLAZER AWARD
Marjorie Craft

2019

TRAILBLAZER AWARD
Zenetta S. Drew

2022

TRAILBLAZER AWARD
Dr. George Wynn Pryor

2023

TRAILBLAZER AWARD
The Honorable Joan R. Tarpley

2024

PRESIDENTIAL AWARDEES
Rev. Dr. Frederick D. Haynes Il
Dr. Harry Robinson Jr.

TRAILBLAZER AWARD
Norma Adams-Wade

08 BOBBIE L. LANG HALL OF FAME LUNCHEON 2025



OUTSTANDING YOUNG EDUCATOR

Jessica Watts
H.S. Thompson Elementary School

TEACHER OF THE YEAR 2024-25; 2021-2022 ALL STAR TEACHER;
CAMPUS INSTRUCTIONAL LEADERSHIP TEAM MEMBER (CILT) ARE
BUT A FEW OF HER ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND AWARDS. KNOWN
FOR PRODUCING EXCELLENT ACADEMIC RESULTS FOR

L STUDENTS AS WELL PROVIDING EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

- L .~ TOENHANCE STUDENT ENGACEMENT. A MODEL TEACHER!

OUTSTANDING YOUNG EDUCATORS AWARDS

2024 2018

ZENE' APPIAH-AMANING BRANDON FOSTER

Dallas ISD Dallas ISD

DWAYNE DORSEY JR. 201 6

Dallas ISD JONATHAN SMITH
Dallas ISD

2023

BRITTNEY C. JOHNSON 2015

Dallas ISD ANDREA PUNCH
ROBERTSON

2019

Duncanville ISD
DR. AMBER REED

DeSoto ISD DR. STACI WILLIAMS
Mesquite ISD
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SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

THE DR. ALFRED L. ROBERTS SR. SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

JUSTIN F. KIMBALL RICHARDSON
HIGH SCHOOL HIGH SCHOOL
Attending: Attending:

Southern University
Underwriters:
Howard Whitaker, Sr.,
Howard Whitaker, Jr.,
Cheryl Smith,
AAEAHP Members

The University of Texas

at Arlington
Underwriters:

Dr. Helen Benjamin,

Rev. Kendrick Curry

(In memory of his mother,

NADYIA ELISE Willie Curry),
CLIFTON AAEAHP Members

JAYDEN ANTHONY
BOLDEN

DESOTO HIGH SCHOOL
Attending:

Texas Southern University
Underwriters:

Johnnie Brashear

{In memory of her late husband,
Judge Berlaind Brashear),
Patricia Ward

(In memory of her late husband,

TAYLOR Robert Ward), AAEAHP Members BRANDON KISHUN
HORTON JACKSON, JR.

SCHOOL OF BUSINESS
MANAGEMENT AT TOWNVIEW
Attending:

Clark Atlanta University
Underwriter:

AAEAHP Members

DESOTO HIGH SCHOOL
Attending:

Texas Christian University
Underwriters:

Shirley Ison-Newsome Scholarship,
Brian Craig Newsome & Jordan
Newsome Scholarship,

AAEAHP Members

JASMINE
PEREZ
SCHOLARSHIPR PIEN
2024 2019 2017 2015
Daijah Brown Ariel Hubbard Haydee A. LaRue Annalisa Blakely
Yazmin Sanchez Dion DeWayne D'Asia C. Lipscomb Angelique Curry
Dayla Smith Jamerson D'Coryn Wright Savannah Jones
Paige Williams Jardrion Jenkins Ja'Bria Miles
Joana Marquez 201 6 Lacey Williams
2023 Brian Clifton |
Amaria Denae Hubbard 2018 My'Chaela Jones
Aujenae Amari Jones Rachel Clifton Jord?” Lakes
Destiny Dawson Alexia Powell

2022 Chelsee Gibson Devin Thomas

Christian Henry Ayomide Oyefeso Sl Tu.rr?er
Darvany Williams
Crystal Henry

Gabriel Wooden























































































